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SUBJECT: PAKISTAN MINISTER MEHDI'S CALL ON ACTING ASST 
SECRETARY SOBER ON EEBRUARY 21, 1978 

REF: STATE 015761 

1 . PAK EMBASSY MINISTER HAYAT MEHDI CALLED AT HIS REQUEST 
ON ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER ON FEBRUARY 21, 1978. 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS AND BERRY (NEA/PAB) ALSO 
SAT IN. MEHDI RAISED THE EOLLOWING TOPICS BRIEELY: 

A. HE SAID AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN WAS LEAVING ON EEBRUARY 
26 FOR CONSULTATIONS IN ISLAMABAD AND WOULD RETURN MID- 
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MARCH. NO SPECIEIC REASONS EOR TRIP WERE GIVEN. 

B. WHEN A.K. BROHI WAS IN NEW YORK FOR UNGA HE INVITED 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG TO VISIT PAKISTAN ALTER MARCH 7-17 
ESCAP MEETING IN BANGKOK. MEHDI SAID THAT ON RETURNING 
TO ISLAMABAD BROHI DISCUSSED VISIT WITH SECRETARY GENERAL 
SHAHI AND FORMAL INVITATION TO YOUNG FROM SHAHI HAD RECEN- 
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TLY BEEN DELIVERED IN NEW YORK. SOBER RESPONDED THAT WE 
WERE PLEASED BY PROSPECT OF YOUNG VISIT AND DUBS ADDED WE 
HOPED THAT SOME UNEXPECTED CRISIS IN AFRICA WOULD NOT 
CAUSE TRIP TO BE CANCELLED. 

ASKED FOR US SUPPORT FOR MAHBUB-UL-HAQ TO BECOME NEW UN 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONO- 
MIC COOPERATION (REFTEL). HE SAID HE BELIEVED UN SECRE- 
TARY GENERAL WALDHEIM WAS ABOUT TO MAKE HIS SELECTION AND 
HOPED THAT US WOULD TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION IN RECOMMEND- 
ING HAQ. SOBER REPLIED THAT WE HAD INFORMED USUN OF HAQ 
CANDIDACY AND THEY WERE GETTING INFO ON OTHER CANDIDATES. 
HE EXPECTED THAT CONSULTATIONS WITH SECRETARY GENERAL 
WOULD BE HELD SOON. 

D. MEHDI PRESENTED COPY OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE WHICH HAD 
ALSO BEEN GIVEN TO USUN STATING THAT PAKISTAN HAD DECIDED 
TO SEEK ELECTION TO ECOSOC AND HOPED TO HAVE US SUPPORT. 

HE ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH PREVIOUS PAK ACTIVITIES IN ECOSOC 
MAY HAVE BEEN CONTROVERSIAL HE DID NOT THINK THEY WERE 
DESTRUCTIVE. SOBER SAID HE WAS SURE US WOULD BE PLEASED 
TO HAVE PAKISTAN ON ECOSOC AGAIN BUT AS WE USUALLY SUPPOR- 
TED REGIONAL CANDIDATE, HE HOPED PAKISTAN WOULD BE WORKING 
TO OBTAIN NOMINATION OF REGIONAL GROUP. MEHDI ASSURED 

HIM THIS WAS BEING DONE. 
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E. MEHDI SAID PAK EMBASSY HAD RECENTLY NOTED THAT AID 
LEVEL OF $98 MILLION INITIALLY CONTEMPLATED FOR FY 1978 
HAD ACTUALLY DROPPED TO $52 MILLION (IN CONGRESSIONAL 
PRESENTATION) AND EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO GET SOME EXPLANA- 
TION FOR THIS EXTREMELY LARGE "CUT" SOBER RESPONDED THAT 
HE WAS NOT AWARE OF THE DETAILS AND WOULD PROVIDE INFO 
AT SOME LATER TIME. (COMMENT: AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN 
RAISED THIS ISSUE WITH OUTGOING ASIA/PN DIRECTOR LEVINTOW 
AT LUNCH ON FEBRUARY 21. REPORT FOLLOWS SEPTEL). 

2. SOBER RECALLED JANUARY 19 CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR 
YAQUB-KHAN AND MEHDI (REFTEL) AND GAVE FOLLOWING EXPLANA- 
TION TO QUESTIONS RAISED AT THAT TIME: 

A. NUCLEAR FUEL RODS - SOBER SAID THAT OTHERPARTSOF THE 
DEPARTMENT WERE WORKING ON PROBLEM OF PROVIDING TWO ADDI- 
TIONAL FUEL RODS TO PAKISTAN AND HE HOPED A SUBSTANTIVE 
REPLY WOULD BE AVAILABLE SOON. PART OF THE DIFFICULTY 

WAS SAID TO BE THAT ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS MOST CONCERNED 
WITH ISSUE HAS BEEN OUT OF THE COUNTRY. 

B. INDIAN STATEMENTS ON HYDROGEN BOMB - SOBER SAID WE 
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HAD ASKED OUR EMBASSY IN NEW DELHI TO LOOK INTO PRESS RE- 
PORTS THAT DR. SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY HAD SAID INDIA WAS AT 
POINT WHERE IT COULD DEVELOP HYDROGEN BOMB. WE HAD 
LEARNED THAT SWAMY HAD APPARENTLY MADE HUMOROUS COMMENT 
THAT "MORARJI CONTAINED MORE TNT THAN THE HYDROGEN BOMB" 
AND WE HAD NO REASON TO BELIEVE REMARK WAS INTENDED AS 

ANYTHING MORE THAN WITTICISM. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUERY BY SOBER ON PRESENT CONDITIONS 
IN PAKISTAN MEHDI REMARKED: 

- HE EXPECTED ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD IN FALL BUT NO DATE 
HAD BEEN SET. 
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- THERE HAD BEEN A VERY GOOD WHEAT CROP ESTIMATED AT 
NINE MILLION TONS. 

- WALI KHAN WAS TOURING THE PUNJAB IN AN ATTEMPT TO SHOW 
HE COULD BE MORE THAN A REGIONAL LEADER. 

- BHUTTO HAD DECIDED NOT TO DEFEND HIMSELF AT MURDER 
TRIALS. VANCE 
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